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Magnolia Mustang 
OCPS Vision:  To be the top producer of successful students in the nation. 

OCPS Mission:  To lead our students to success with the support and involve-

ment of families and the community. 

MAY 2018 

 

New Magnolia School Update for May 2018 

Here is the latest news regarding the new Magnolia School which is due to start in The Spring of 2019. Currently ar-
chitects are busy drafting initial drawings of the proposed Magnolia School Building. 

Description of Project: OCPS plans to consolidate Magnolia School, Cherokee School and Gateway School students at 
the existing Magnolia School Campus by constructing replacement buildings and site amenities. The Magnolia School 
students and Gateway/Cherokee students will be housed in separate facilities. 

* The campus consolidation will allow each school to be custom-designed for the needs of their student bodies, unlike 
their current facilities, which were retrofitted and are aging. 

* Feedback is being gathered from the school communities on the design. Community meetings will be held to gather 
input from parents. The first meeting was held for parents on Thursday, May 17th at Magnolia School. 

* The new campuses will allow the schools to have custom-designed student cooldown spaces, a variety of furniture 
and fixtures to meet student needs, cafeterias, administrative areas, indoor and outdoor recreation spaces, the latest 
technology, naturally lit spaces and custom features. 

Scope of Work: The existing Magnolia School will be demolished and relocated on the same property adjacent to the 
existing school. The new Magnolia School will be a specialized learning environment serving middle and high school 
students with significant cognitive, physical, medical and behavioral disabilities or a combination of these. 

* This entire project will consolidate three ESE campuses onto a single campus, but each will maintain separation of 
programs. 

* The project includes a facility for students with intellectual disabilities (current Magnolia) and a separate behavioral 
center (Cherokee/Gateway). The secondary students will be separated from the elementary school students at the be-
havioral center. 

* The current campuses for Gateway and Cherokee do not have adequate green space and outdoor recreational space 
for students, and are close to busy roadways, which is not ideal for the safety of student populations that might at-
tempt to run from school. 

A new facility focusing on the needs of students with emotional and behavior disorders for the Cherokee and Gateway 
Schools students will be constructed the year after. Both facilities will also offer employment and life skills instruction 
for students. 

Schedule: 

* Magnolia’s new facility will be constructed first and is planned to open in August 2020. 

* The new facility for Cherokee/Gateway students is planned to open in August 2021. 

Be on the lookout for invitations to join us for community meetings 



 

P A G E  2  

M A G N O L I A  M U S T A N G  

 
  

TRANSITION 2017-2018 
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STUDENTS TRANSITIONING TO POST HIGH TRANSITION  



P A G E  5  

STUDENTS TRANSITIONING TO POST HIGH TRANSITION  

 

 
 

STUDENTS TRANSITIONING TO POST HIGH TRANSITION  
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EXITING STUDENTS 

J’LEEL A. THOMAS 

RAHEIM A. WILLIAMS 

JEFFREY T. PARKS 

KATRINA N. ROWE 

TOMAS E. MORALES 

MAHAM MALLICK 

SHENNA R. SHANE 

FRANKIE A. CRESPO JR. 

BRANDON M. RUSECKI 

ANDREW M. CAMACHO 

 
 

                        MAGNOLIA’S UNSUNG HERO  

   A TRULY GIFTED TEACHER WITH A HUGE, HUGE HEART! 

Betsy has had the honor of run-

ning out gifted classroom over 

the last couple of years. With 

her guidance, the classes have 

grown exponentially. 

Betsy was recently had the 

honor of being chosen for a pilot program for NASA working with robotics.     

                             ROCK ON BETSY DOUBERLEY 

 
 

 

The Magnolia STEaM Club at the Microsoft Store by Debra Gordan 
 

The members of the Magnolia School STEaM Club participated in a very engaging activity during a CBI 
to the Microsoft store. The students learned the fundamentals of computer coding while playing the 
very popular video game, Minecraft. Our students were shown how they could control the actions of 
characters by placing different lines of pre-written code. A Microsoft team member on a big screen 
presents the demonstration/class and students were given their own tablets to follow along. Students 
were able to solve a series of puzzles by making changes to the code. The students were very engaged 
and happy to see the immediate effects of the coding they chose to add to their characters. The stu-
dents also learned that an error in the code can be fixed if you stay calm, isolate the issue and make 
needed correction. The assistance of Microsoft & Magnolia staff members made the activity meaning-
ful and successful for each student. Thank you to everyone that helped to make this trip a success! 
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POSITIVE CLASSROOM KUDOS 

From Mrs. Kaufman-Long 

Both of these students entered my class 2 years ago when I was new to Magnolia.  One came 

in spitting, yelling and with self-injurious behavior to an arm.  The other came in running, 

grabbing and touching everything, and very impulsive.  On May 30 they both leave as calmer, 

more independent and more expressive young adults who have been on many field trips, 

many mock interviews, many work sites both on- and off-campus.  I don’t know if I have left a 

mark on them, but I will never forget either of them, as they taught me patience, and perse-

verance.  Good luck in the future Jinny and Luis.  I hope the paths you take lead you to noth-

ing but happiness and success!  

 

 

JOSH ATKINS 

This year our class was successful with the construction of the STEM Garden outside with Dr. 

Hogan. I was very proud and impressed with the amount of effort my students put into their 

work. It wasn't easy, it was outside in the heat sometimes, it smelled sometimes, and it was 

dirty all the time. The students did a great job and I feel they became invested in the project. 

They all were able to learn and practice skills with Dr. Hogan as well. She did a fantastic job 

with the class! 
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2018 EDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL  

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 

Tina McCall-Waters:  Athletics – Class of 1976 

Our very own, Tina Waters, was the first tennis prodigy developed by local tennis pro Den-

ton Johnson. Her determination quickly zoomed her to the top of the State and National 

rankings. At Edgewater High School, she led the team to States every year and finished her 

tenure at EHS with a three-year undefeated match winning streak. She received a full Divi-

sion I scholarship to Indiana University, led the team to four Big Ten championships and was 

a two-time All American. After her college career, she played on the Virginia Slims and Nike 

Circuits. She is the founder of the Denton Johnson Tennis Corp., a non-profit that continues 

the work of her mentor and coach to help develop young junior tennis players.  "I'd learned 

the game for free from Mr. Denton Johnson, then traveled the U.S. playing tennis, meeting 

people from all walks of life and receiving a B.S. degree on a tennis scholarship from Indiana 

University."  A 10-year veteran of tennis instruction, McCall-Waters also recently celebrated 

the 10-year anniversary of founding the Denton Johnson Tennis Corporation in Eatonville,  

"In 2002 I started teaching youth the game of tennis, I wanted to give back to this communi-

ty what I'd received, an opportunity to learn the game of tennis free," McCall-Waters said. 

"I didn't stick with just 10 and under because many of the kids in Eatonville were 12 years 

old with nothing to do”.  With in the 12 years this program as existed,  the kids have trav-

eled to several states meeting the top tennis players on the tour today, including the Wil-

liam Sisters, and have represented USTA in several events when the events were in Central 

Florida.   

                                         Congratulations to Tina  

                                  for being part of the  

                                    Magnolia Family 
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 PROM 2018 

SPONSORED BY OUR PTA  



 

 

 

END OF THE YEAR  

BRIDGES BBQ 

BILL FREDERICK PARK 

CELEBRATION OF A SUCCESSFUL YEAR 



 

  

 

 

The Bistro's Farm to Table Tale 



 

 

PIE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
 

 

Partners In Education (PIE)  

are recognized for their generous contribution to to 
the students at Magnolia School . 

OCPS  

TEACHER HERO 

On April 18, 2018, David Creath 

at Magnolia School is recognized 

as an OCPS Teacher Hero by Rob 

Bixler of OCPS for his year long 

contributions.  

Way to go David! 

BOY SCOUTS 
 

 

Local Scout Jack Lipinski performs  

his Eagle Scout Service Project at Magnolia School   

by cleaning up the Nature Trail.  

 

THANK YOU BOY SCOUTS! 



 

FARMERS MARKET 

EMBASSY ANNUAL BREAKFAST 

AND BACK OF HOUSE TOUR 

BRIDGES 

 



 

 

 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

BY KYLA LAW 

 

 

I would first like to thank our great Special Olympic athletes for a great Summer Season, 

the participation at County and Area Summer Games was unbelievable. We appreciate the 

hard work and dedication of our athletes and their parents! The Magnolia Soccer Team had 

tough competition this year because they were ranked at a Level 3 this year. Last year they 

received 1st in the State. The school year of 2018 they received 1st Place in Orange County 

and they are going to the State competition on May 18th. This is our Miracle Season. Wish 

the Team Good Luck! Our Motto is Live…… Like……Line…… This Is our Miracle Season!!!!  

1st Place in Orange County for March 2018 
Qualified to go to the State competition on 
May 18, 2018 for Soccer!! 
 
Anthony Williams, Amber Walker, Elliott Ruiz, 

Morgan Adams, Gustavo Bermudeuz, Christo-

pher Old-Adams & Anthony Dellfield 

Magnolia Mustangs 1st placed in the State for Basketball  2018. Go Mustangs!!!!  

Mike Luis Received 1st Place 

in Orange County for Soccer 

Skills for the Magnolia 

Team . 

Great Job!! Karylee 

received 1st Place 

in Soccer Skills for 

the Mustangs  

Received 1st Place in Or-

ange County and they are 

going to the State compe-

tition on May 18th.  


